European ECO-Forum letterhead
STATEMENT
on the status of transboundary water cooperation in EECCA Region

Astana, September 21, 2011
European ECO-Forum, taking in mind the numeous watercources in EECCA region 
and their high importance for economics, social development and environmental sustainability, adopt this declaration.

European ECO-Forum insists that despite of the efforts of the UNECE, Helsinki Water Convention bodies, international donors, the quality of cooperation in management of transboundary waters in EECCA Region could be not recognized as satisfactory (rivers and lakes of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia). 
Some countries of transboundary watercourses still even didn’t start negotiations on their own agreements. Other existing agreements on transboundary waters in EECCA Region are old and do not correspond to Helsinki Water Convention requirements (lack of the water basin approach, absence of efficient mechanisms of all stakeholders involvement and any options of public participation). This means that after 12 years from UNECE Water Convention entered into force, EECCA countries yet did not produce the examples of efficient water basin management. Such delay is deepening a negative impact on aquatic ecosystems and communities.
A little recognition of water ecosystems values prevails in everyday decision-making process. In fact, peoples of the EECCA countries pay everyday by their health, recreation conditions and environment quality for the promotion of unsustainable projects in transboundary watercourses, adopted without involvement of all stakeholders as a result of the lack of modern legal and institutional framework and cooperation among the riparian states.
In this respect, the European ECO-Forum invites the EECCA countries:

· to ratify the Helsinki Water Convention on Transboundary Waters and its Water and Health Protocol by non-parties;
· to implement efficiently the Helsinki Water Convention (art. 9), especially by adoption and modernization of their existing inter-state water agreements (promoting of multistakeholders’ approach; wide public information and consultation as well as public participation);

· to involve the riparian countries into the implementation of the Art. 13 of the Water and Health Protocol, promoting transboundary water and health cooperation;

· to take into consideration the water-related ecosystem services which should be economically evaluated and supported by efficient watershed management;

· to use the best provisions and practices of implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive and Western Europe watersheds management to apply in EECCA;

· To prioritize and intensify transboundary waters’ cooperation in their national policies and during negotiations with neighbouring countries by insisting on modernization of existing legal and institutional framework on transboundary waters, prioritization of the water cooperation and strengthening of the environmental components.  
